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DETAILED ACTION 

This communication is responsive to amendment filed on Jime 29, 2004. 
Applicant amends claims 1-3, adds new claims 4-7. 

Response to Arguments 

1. Applicant's arguments, see pages 10-14, filed June 29, 2004, with respect to the 
specification, drawings and claims 1-3 have been fiilly considered and are persuasive. The 
objection of the drawing, the disclosure, claim 3 and the rejection of claims 1-3 have been 
withdrawn due to amendment and newly added claims 4-7. 

Claim Rejections - 55 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Gabrielsen et 
al (US Patent No. 6,628,414). 

Concerning claim 1, Gabrielsen et al discloses a method (Figs.l, 2) for transmission of a 
packet of facsimile data between a first facsimile machine (Fax A) and a second facsimile 
machine (Fax B) via a network (cellular network), wherein the first facsimile machine transmits 
the facsimile data intended for the second facsimile machine and repeats (retransmits) its 
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transmission in the absence of a response within a predetermined period T (TGI). The method 
comprising the steps of receiving a packet of data transmitted by the first facsimile machine and 
its moment of transmission (when the TGI starts), (col. 4, lines 41-45); transmitting the packet of 
data to the second facsimile machine via the network (col. 4, lines 41-45); receiving a response 
(DCS/TCF) from the second facsimile machine and the corresponding moment of reception 
(stops/resets the TGI timer), (col. 4, lines 51-53); if the reset TGI is timeout, retransmits the 
response of the second facsimile machine to the first facsimile machine (col. 5, lines 8-1 1) and if 
the TGI is not timeout, blocking the response since it is already sent to the first facsimile 
machine (col. 4, lines 59-62), (Fig.3; col. 3, line 63 - col 5, line 12; col. 7, lines 15-50). 

Gabrielsen fails to teach the comparison between the interval of time between the 
moment of reception and the expiration of the period T with a retransmission threshold (P) in 
order to retransmit or block the response of the second facsimile machine to the first facsimile 
machine. However, Gabrielsen teaches the stop/reset and start of the TGI timer at the adapter 
FA/IWF station. When it receives the response from the second facsimile machine and when it 
transmits the response to the first facsimile machine, it resets the TGI timer again. It is noted 
that the TGI time is defined as a round trip delay of a communication between the first facsimile 
machine and the second facsimile machine. Thus, when the TGI at the adapter FA/IWF station 
is timeout (equivalent to the case the interval is greater than the retransmission threshold (P)), it 
retransmits the response of the second facsimile to the first facsimile machine, otherwise 
(equivalent to the case when the interval is not greater than the threshold (P)), it blocks the 
retransmission of the response since the response is on the way to the first facsimile machine. 
Thus, instead of having a retransmission threshold (P) to compare with, the adapter FA/EFW 
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stop/resets the TGI timer whenever it receives the response from the second facsimile machine 
or whenever it sends the response to the first facsimile machine. It would have been obvious to 
one skilled in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the timings of the adapter 
FA/IFW in Gabrielsen invention, which teaches the same field of endeavor, to the claimed 
invention since both of the timings resuh to the same result or although the calculations of the 
timings are different, but they lead to the same result of retransmitting or blocking the response 
of the second facsimile machine to the first facsimile machine. 

Conceming claim 2, Gabrielsen further teaches that the retransmitted of the facsimile 
data to the adapter is cancelled (col. 4, lines 54-55; col 7, line 26). 

Conceming claim 3, Gabrielsen further teaches that the adapter transmits the response 
received from the second facsimile machine to the first facsimile machine when it ignored the 
retransmission of the facsimile data from the first facsimile machine (col. 4, lines 59-62; col. 7, 
line 27). 

Conceming claims 4-7, Gabrielsen further teaches that the network is a mobile 
communication network (Fig.l; col. 3, lines 26-32); the adapter FA/IFW is coupled to the first 
facsimile machine when it receives the facsimile data from the first facsimile machine (Fig.2); 
the adapter transmits the packet of data received from the first facsimile machine to a handset 
and transmitting the received packet of data to the second facsimile machine over the network 
(Fig.l); the network is a GSM network (Cellular network, GSM 03.45 protocol in Fig.l). 
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Conclusion 

4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

a. Ravishankar et al (US Patent No. 6,603,577) discloses a facsimile call success 
rates without collision detection in long delay environment such as terrestrial cellular, 
fixed wireless, mobile satellite systems. 

b. Berland (US Patent No. 5,509,050) teaches a facsimile radio communication 
system enables conventional facsimile apparatus to communicate over a conventional 
two-way voice radio communication system. 

5. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
AppHcant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1,1 3 6(a) will be calculated fi-om the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS fi-om the date of this 
final action. 



Application/Control Number: 09/526,886 



Page 6 



Art Unit: 2626 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Madeleine AV Nguyen whose telephone number is 703 305- 
4860. The examiner can normally be reached on 9:30-6:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kimberly A WiUiams can be reached on 703 305-4863. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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